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- baſh#, and harley ar two ſhillings this year 


' fondthan Mogr, Vicar. — William Edwards, Farigers 
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4 Strange and Remarkable Accau nt, 


How a ſtranger in brieht csiment appeared to ove Rig | 
- Edwards. 'a farmer. near Lancaſter, on the 16th day af 


Joly in this preſent year, about 20 antes alter 11 at 
night: Containing the diſcomſe that paſſed between the 
farmer and ſtranger (who feretold among fev eral other 
things) what a wondertaul year of plenty this' will be, ard 
now heat will be fold for tour ſhillings che Wincheiter 
Al Which was confirm'd to the farmer by faur wonderful 
tigns ; The ſame night a vißon appeatr'd to Jonathan Moor, 
the Vicar, charging him to call upon the farmer, and hear 
fron. his menth what he had reveabd to him, and publiff 


it to the world, as certify'd by us, 8 


4 


E 
News for England, We. 


one William Edwards, a Farmer 


who was a man of an upright life and | 
converſation, and whom Providence for 
his piety ſeemed to have a particular 
regard of, for he was bleſſed in a great“ 
degree, his land produced every year 
more plentifully than his neighbours, * 


5 
* 


— 


which he like a good Chriſtian not for- 


getting the hand that gave it, boun- 
tifully fold it to the poor at low price, 


when he might have diſpoſed of it at al 
dauble advantage; in ſhort, be was ſos 


proſperous that heaven ſeemed to ſmile ! 
on him; his corn was double fold, his 
cattle: fed quietly. by day, and nothing 
was diminiched by. night; a wonderful 
increaſe was upon all his ſtore, Never- 
theleſs he was not without his vexations, 
the greateſt of which was his wife, whole 
life and actions was contrary to that of her 
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huſband, being of a froward, peeviſh and 
churliſh nature, always craving and ne- 
ver contented, na, ways charitable or 
inclined to God hn grudged at all 
things her huſbandfHis for the relief of 
JJͤ¾ ei 
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EAR the town of Lancaſter, lived | 


lie Dee ion” 
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the poor, A poor widow having three 
fmal! children came (0 his houte one day, | 
deſiring the farmer to ſpare her a peck 
of corn, ſhe knowing his charitable diſ- 
poſition and that he could have it cheaper 


than any where elſe, which the honeſt 


farmer meaſured out to her, piving her 


three large handfuls over, ſaying, I know - 


thou art poor, chere | give thefe three 
handſuls over that every child may make 
the hetter meal at dinner; the poor widow, 
with a thouſand thanks paid for the corn 


and praying for the proſperity of the 


farmer that he might be bleticd treble fold 
the next year, the went home. No ſooner 
was ſhe gone, but the wife of the farmer 
began to ſcold at him, withing that God 
would take her out of the world, for if 


he continued to be ſo generous he would 


undo himfelf, and ſhe ſhould come 10 
beg her bread. The good man to avoid 


further ſtrife walking out into his grounds, 
and pulling out the Practice of Piety, which 
he always carried about with him, he read 
in it, that he might put the thoughts of 
diſturbance far from him, Walking and 
reading at length he came to a large 


Oak 


4 
Oak, whoſe delicate green boughs cauſing, | 
a melancholy fhade, he fad himielf down 
under it, ruminatipg upon his paſt life, 


and the expectation of death and eternity, 


taning his head upon his hand he fell into | 
2 fleep, and waked not till the moon dart- 
ed bright beams upon bis face, cauſed him 
to riſe, gueſſing it to be late, bent his 
ſteps homewards, but coming within one 


field of his houſe, he eſpied a perſon walz 


ing down another path, and they happened 
to meet together at the ſtile. This ſtranger 
who appeared to be but young, was 
cloathed in fine raiment, his hair white as 
flax, his coat of a light colour ſpangled 7 
with gold, his veſt of pure purple, his 
ftockings of delicate green, aud every way | 


fo nicely dreiled, as made him appear 


more like a divine than a human creature, 


and coming up with the farmer, with a 


civil behavicur and in courteous language 


thus accoſted him, honeft farmer i you live 


Here about, pray direfl a firanger in bit left | 


= 


way,” 2c here he may find a habitation 10 reft his | 


 woearied limbs, till morning, it being now the} | 
| dead of the night. Sweet youth, ſaid the 
farmer, I fear my babitation is tea meaty 


— . 
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g | for * a gueſt, but neverihele/s J would 
n make an offer of it did not I fear my wife, 
e, F who 1 of a turbulent temper and would 
* affront or difpleaſe you. Nothing can difpleaſe me 
oa aid the firanger, % that 7 defire that © - 
= | may lodge in your houſe, Then I muft ge about my. 
n maſter's buſineſs. Why are you a ſervant? 
is 7. reply d the farmer. As for that ſaid the” 
je fronger, you ſhall know ere we part. Then 
„ |} they went both together, and the farmer 
d gave him a hearty welcome to his houſe; ., - 
er Offered him all the civilities the fame © 
23 | would afford, but the firanger refuſed 
as eating or drinking, only delired a little diſ- 
d } courie with the farmer, who granted his 
is | requeſt, they both fat down, and the far- 
mer taking the occaſion firſt ſaid, I re- 
ar member juſt now you ſaid you was a {ers 
e, vant, would defire to know who is your 
a | maſter, if it be no offence. The maſter 


| that J ſerve replied the ſtranger is a good 
ve | And gracious Lord, moſt holy, righteous 

and Juft, his poſſeſſions are large, his 
5j | tenants many, his ſervants numerous, his 
% ſervice is eaſy, his reward bountiful, his 
he ways are wonderful, his love immenſe, his 
ant [mercy abounding, and bis goodneſs not 


(6 ) 


to be parrallel'd : ſo good a Lord and | 


gracious a maſter, replied the farmer, 


cannot be too much loved or too faiths 5 
fully ſerved. . But may 1 know, not | 
this worthy perſon' s name? That you ſhall 
before we. part, ſaid the firanger; in the 
mean time what do you think of the pro- 
dute of the barn this year? the cries of 
the poor has been very great thro' the dear- } 
neſs of corn, and my Lord through his won- 3 
derful mercy has -rclieved lone thouſands 


that muſt have otherwiſe periſhed for 
want of bread, but he never fails to relleve 


thoſe who with humble hearts addreſs.them- | 
ſelves to him. The Lord be praiſed for a 
his mercies, reply'd the farmer, I have no 
reaſon to complain, having had laſt year F 


a valt increaſe, whilſt other farmers came 
to a great Joſs, and as the Lord was kind 


to me, | fold it at a cheap rate to the poor, 
and 1 find this year I am like to have treble } 


4ncreaſe, Becauſe ſaid the ſtranger I find 


you to be a man of an upright heart, and 
the bleſling of the Lord is upon you. 1 


{hall here reveal h unto you which 


Will reg bes ne: paſs the preſent year, 


carken düllgentiy to what I ſhall 
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therefore 
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J ſay, ponder it well in your heart, and make 
„ the lame k nn to all the world : This ycar 
Will be a year of wonders, all forts cf grains 


" | - 3 17 

+ | will be ſo cheap that the poor ſhaii no more 
1 complain of the dearneſs of corn, for wheat 
= | thall be fold in the market for 4s. per buſhel, 


„ } barley for 28. and all other grain in pope 
f 4 tion: likewiſe the earth will abound in her 
.. 3 ftruitas well as grain, and rhe poor tradeſman 
\. } thall be able to maintain his numerous family, 
is } thediftreiſed widow able plentifully to feed 
\r | cher crying babes, and the little children have 
e | their bellics full. The poor man's com- 
\- | - plaints, the widows cries and children's tears 
1} # for want of bread ihal} no more be heard, 
o | the Lord will fend ſuch a harveſt, as has not 
xx been feen for this many years, the farmers 
e | ſhall gather in their corn with content, the 
id market ſapply'd in abundance. The heavens {| 
r, | ſhall (mile on the harveſt, the honeſt reaper | 
le and mower ſhall cheerfully eat the fruits of 
id | their labour, and the careful poor joyfully 
id | = the ſcattered corn, for the Lord has 
heard the cries of the poor and will this 
h | year plentifully feed them. I pray ſaid the 
ir, larmer how ſhall J know this to be true? 
all | As a teſtimony of this ſaid he, the Practice 
iy | of Piety is in your pocket, pull it out, and 


er 
in ths beginn 8 vou will ind jome words 
written fo jull Zify the truth of ii: upon which 
the 47's 8 pulling out his book, to his ſur- 
prize iound theſe words. Be not unbelieving, 
for all thejz thi, 48s Hall come to paſs. 
The Lord of heaven be praiſed for al bis [ 
-.marvellous works, 0” the farmer. But 
further to confirm you, laid the ſtrauger, 80 
ug ſtairs and you will ud your wite dead 
ot a ſwelling i in her throat. Upon which he 
went up and found it true as he had ſaid, and 
- - coming down. agam be found ne wos goge, 
- . then being more ſupriz' d than before, he 
went to the glaſs, and to hie great aſtoniſh- 
ment found a crofs upon his forehead, which 
when he behel:j, Le cried out, Lord ! believe 25 
| help thy ſervant 5 unbelie, 5 
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